
Memory
the wall

Concept | The project is based on the idea of memory, starting 
from the contemporary reflection on electronic memories temporari-
ness. Our childhood is stored on magnetic data drives as tapes or VHS 
or floppy disks. Even if we didn’t throw them away, most of those 
memories could be damaged, or if preserved, it should be very hard 
reading their contents because the rarity of a proper hardware to. The 
same about old digital drives as CD or some hard disks. Actually, these 
electronic memories contains pieces of our lives that we can not longer 
access. That’s true for many artworks too. 
Normally people, as well as artist do, disregard this problem, loosing a 
lot of personal memories inside these electronic memories. 
Our project plays on this synonym in both structural and semantic 
terms. 

Structural |  because we are developing the idea of a curtain made 
up of several layers of commons VHSs film stripes. 
According the project, we could realize five curtains and hang each of 
them in front of each of the four gates of the old town plus a smaller 
one in front of the Finestrella in via Piella, as just a curtain at a selected 
gate. 
Due of the lightness of the material, it will be very easy to support the 
curtain with a tie where it can be fixed to the wall, as well as to creating 
a metal frame to be fastened to the ground, where it was not possible.
 
THE GOAL IS TO CREATE A WALL OF MEMORIES THROUGH WHICH 
PEOPLE ARE ABLE TO WATCH OR PASS BY.

Semantic |  because on each of these curtains we paint a sentence 
by a famous writer, originally on human memory, now redefined on 
electronic memories. 
Here the original phrases and our modified version, as we are going to 
paint on the curtains, with an ironic and explicative signature: “not 
really” and the name of original sentence’s author. 

“Only those with no memory insist on their originality”
“Only things with no memory insist on their originality”
not really Coco Chanel

“Memories warm you up from the inside. But they also tear you apart.”
“Memories warm up from the inside. But they also tear apart.”
not really Haruki Murakami

“Memory is the space in which a thing happens for a second time.”
“A memory is a space in which a person happens for a second time.”
not really Paul Auster

“The town was paper, but the memories were not.”
“The town was film, but the memories were not.”
not really John Green

“Memory is a stopgap for humans, for whom time flies”
“A memory is a stopgap for artworks, for which time flies”
not really Umberto Eco

Workability | The materials needed are easy to find and not 
expensive.
We already have enough strips of film, because we have collected 
many VHSs with the aim of making these curtains.

We have already experienced how to paint the curtain using the 
negative space technique, with stencils and spray cans.
Realizing the metal frame is not a big deal. 
No more material is required. 

The expected breaking of some strips and their instability that 
makes reading phrases hard, evokes the temporariness and the 
fragility of memories, both human and electronic.
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Finestrella in via PiellaPorta Galliera

Porta Mascarella


