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THE SPACE. What will be the purpose of a library if access to information is equally available to
every individual? The first issue that comes to mind undeniably is social interaction. Although most
of the information in the future will be offered via the internet physicality will still play an
important role in learning.
But there is another important aspect a library involves: The library isolates. It makes a choice, it
slices the information and offers it back in a managable quantity.
“The certainty that some bookshelf in some hexagon contained precious books, yet that those precious
books were forever out of reach, was almost unbearable.“
In his short story The Library Of Babel Jorge Luis Borges describes the intolerability of knowing
about the existence of certain information but not knowing where it can be found.
The library has to make a choice about the specific amount of information it will offer whilst the
architecture has to frame a specific spatial answer for the
processing of information and assign
certain spaces to certain scenarios in this cycle.
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THE PATH. In the history of library buildings the following scheme emerges: A
staircase represents an ascending into the space of knowlede. From
Michelangelos Biblioteca Laurencania to Gunnar Asplunds Stadsbibliotek
Stockholm to Joze Plecniks National and University Library in Ljubljana there
is a strong spatial hierarchy which extends from the reading hall, the heart
of the library.
In times of readily available information – not only in the physical, but in
the all-pervading digital sense – the place where information is perceived can
also be the place where knowledge is created and given back to the digital
space. To implement this concept into a spatial scenario it requieres a
circular movement not a linear one.
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The hierarchic concept of a space which is entered to acquire knowledge is
to be replaced by a homological space which is no longer entered just to
acquire knowledge but where all states which are required to process
information are passed through. Like in Escher's staircase one does not go
somewhere to gain knowledge but has to wander on a continous path which is
accompanied by different functions evoking different activities or social
interactions supporting the creative process.
The library becomes a circulation point where information is perceived,
visualised, analysed, evaluated, discussed, presented, discussed again and
finally dismissed or made public to a broader mass. This can happen in the
cycle of a day, a week, a month or in a year's time.

"We talk a lot about information and the information age, but really what I think people are looking
for is wisdom and knowledge" – David Pescovitz (journalist and research director of the Institute of
the Future)
In times of digital limitlessness and Open Source it is even more important to isolate and filter
information since information ≠ knowledge.
In the project a wall functions as a symbolic membrane which concentrates space which is dense with
inormation in the outer parts of the floor plan. Refering to Semper the walls function as defining
community through limitation of space was far more important than it's structural aspect.
Alongside the specific locations loaded with information, there must also be an open space which
connects these locations, provides the user the opportunity to switch between work methods in his
learning process but also functions as a continous space which evokes social interaction and where all
forms of study that do not require any form of isolation can take place.

