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In a digital age, libraries are
experiencing a renaissance. As
accessible public space for everyone
becomes rarer, libraries provide
an opportunity to study, socialize,
relax and learn. They can serve as a
information and entertainment hub,
but can likewise adopt a role that
goes beyond books. Even though
most human knowledge has become
available digitally, the world is still
building bigger and better libraries
to create spaces in honour of that
knowledge.
For the library of the future,
particularly at universities, we
will have to shift our architectural
focus towards engagement with
information in its various forms and
engagement with our fellow library
users. A library should a space where
its users enjoy dwelling and can find
all the functions they need. In order
to be able to serve as an information
hub in the twenty-first century,
libraries need electronic work
stations and maybe even futuristic
technologies such as virtual reality
on top of traditional hard-copy
books which will always remain at
the core of libraries. For instance,
medical students could study
human anatomy from life-sized three
dimensional models while referring
to books for in-depth information
about the functioning of the human
body.
Libraries should acknowledge
the
importance
of
academic
collaboration, not just solitary
reflection. Thus, collective learning
spaces should be integrated into
the building so that learning can
become a social experience.
“An incubator is a warm place that
encourages things to come to life.
Information is the seed from which
one grows. “ Sir Kenneth Robinson
FUNCTION
What can architecture do? If we want
the library to be a social and cultural
engine, it should be easily useable
and understandable. Lines on the
floor immediately lead users to their
desired areas. The library will feature a
hardcopy and digital space, two seminar
rooms, relaxation areas and group
working zones. Playful table shapes
allow students to adapt their working
space based on their needs rather than
prescribing how they should interact.

“The idea that
everyone will
read everything
on screens has
not proven to
be true,” said
Meredith TenHoor
This allows users to define their own
library experience by manipulating
their environment. The bookshelves
are arranged in elliptical shapes
and include e-reading stations on
the inside. These areas also provide
virtual reality glasses and other
devices. The space between the two
levels is connected by a staircase
that is constructed out of perforated
steel sheets. This allows the light to
pervade into the lower levels of the
building. Each step of the staircase
is 45 cm high and perfect to sit and
relax. On the upper floor, some group
tables are arranged and a relaxation
deck under the windows invites
users to relax and read for a while.
In the floor below the book archive,
a virtual reality lab and toilets are
located. Another step into the future
are intelligent robots – for instance
Pepper – that provide information as
directly as it gets.
DESIGN
A variety of different materials are
used, including steel, wood, fabric
and glass. Many of the materials
have sound-absorbing features, for
instance the fabric lamps and walls.
The colours follow the 10-30-60
rule, but additionally a lot of colours
and effects can be created with
the adjustable led lights above the
baffle ceiling. The future library will
be a space where users like to rest,
socialise and study. It can both be
a futuristic cyber space with neon
lights and a traditional learning
space. However, it should never
be overwhelming or monotonous.
Good architecture should maintain
a connection between art and
life in the service of society.

00. start...

01. re-use existing partitions and
create rooms

02. connect levels with quality space

03. delimit areas and create storage

04. functional and pleasing
furniture, materials and lightning
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a day in the library of the future...
The lines on the floor make it easy to find
everything imedeately without searching.
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At the entrance, you come up through the
eliptical cutout and feel like in a different
world.
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In the elliptical room separations the digital
library is located while onn the outside printed media is integrated in the shelfs.
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The metal grid stair connects the two levels and also acts as a space
to sit and read. There are many places to sit all over the two floors.
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There are also some separated computer
working spaces, which are great to study.
Additionally, two seminar rooms are located
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On the lowest of the three levels the book
archive and studying pods are located.
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