
1. Sala Borsa Library

Every installation consists 
of a self-supporting body 
that stands in front of a wall 
in the city. The installation’s   
wall is accompanied by 
a short double language 
caption and by the title 
printed on a sticky surface 
placed on the ground (f).

Caption
“About that problem you 
were thinking about… This 
wall might do the trick.”
/
“A proposito di quel problema 
a cui stavi pensando... Ecco 
un muro che fa al caso tuo.“

width 4,80 m w 0,98 m
 1,88 m
 1,03 m
 1,07 m

w 3,50 m

Head bang
(on a square prototype) Another way our walls could be used is about relaxing one’s 

mind. People could lean against them and collect their 
thoughts; their softness would offer a comfortable “vertical 
pillow” that could represent a nice and cosy spot where one 
can relax for a moment in the middle of his stressful daily 
routines in the town centre.
This use has obviously less in common with the work’s 
title but it can potentially involve more people in having 
an  interaction with it. 

A website that would help 
understanding the potential 
therapeutic side of the action 
proposed by our project - that 
apparently would seem just 
ridiculous and grotesque. 
There will be links to 
websites that concern 
medical and psychological 
issues, and that teach ways 
to relieve stress and tensions 
as well as additional 
informations on the soft-walls 
around Bologna.

The website will be 
suggested both in the 
installation caption and 
in the postcard.

The first method anyone can make use of our installation’s 
walls is to bang their head against it. This action could seem 
pointless at first, but it could indeed help in relieving one’s 
mind from all the problems we are used to face daily. 
This “silly” gesture, in fact, could help the user understand 
that other things too may not be really so much serious, and 
therefore it can unblock some situations. If you would know 
where you could actually bang your head in case of need, 
maybe you will also be able to see your issues more clearly.

Meditation
(on a square prototype)

4. Garisenda Tower w 7,80 m w 0,67 m w 1,20 m

w 4,25 m w 4,00 m w 4,52 m
 4,52 m

w 8,72 m w 4,85 m w 1,42 m

w 3,80 m w 9,00 m w 8,24 m
 8,24 m

6. 2. Town Gates
Porta Mascarella 

6. 5. Town Gates
Porta Maggiore

6. 8. Town Gates
Porta San Felice

Starting from the locations 
suggested in the The Wall 
open call, we identified 
a series of 15 spots 
in Bologna, where our 
installation could potentially 
be useful and/or fun to see.

We prefered places where 
there could be people in 
actual need to clarify some 
ideas.
We thought, for example, at 
workers that cross the town 
gates daily to reach their 
working place or at students 
that use the central library to 
prepare their exams.

We conceived also some 
backing materials for our 
installations idea.

An A5 (148x210 mm)
postcard that, distributed 
around town, would spread 
the project by stimulating 
curiosity in its readers, and 
by helping them in finding the 
nearest bang-friendly spots.

The exterior layer of our 
walls would be printed 
fabric, as explained 
previously in the dedicated 
section (3. Materials). 
We collected here some 
example of textures that 
would fit the suggested 
locations (4. Where). 

Our aim is to have a specific 
cloth for every spot in which 
the installation would be 
realized, so that the soft wall 
would actually blend in with 
the real wall behind it.

The mimetic effect would 
definitely be fun to see 
for passerby, but also 
challenging for the ones 
that will actually approach 
the wall to bang their head.

4. Where3. Materials

5. Textures

2. How it works1. Concept

2. Palazzo del Podestà

5. Bridge on Moline Canal 
Via Piella

6. 3. Town Gates
Porta San Donato  

6. 6. Town Gates
Porta Castiglione

6. 9. Town Gates
Porta Lame

3. Basilica of Santo Stefano

6. 1. Town Gates
Porta Galliera 

6. 4. Town Gates
Porta San Vitale

6. 7. Town Gates
Porta Saragozza

7. Kenzo Tange Towers 

If you think about the concept of wall, both 
in its physical or in its metaphorical sense, 
you would immediately connect to it the 
idea of something hard, unpassable, a 
boundary, a barrier. Something extremely 
resistant that you have to face somehow. 
Because of this feature of solidness 
we are used to think about a wall when 
someone says “I don’t know where to 
bang my head anymore”, while talking 
about his problems. With such a dramatic 
assertion, we are forced to imagine an 
enough dramatic situation, that usually 
(and luckily) is never materialized. 
No one in a good mental health would 
never bang his head against a wall! 

But no one in a good mental health would 
jump from a bridge too, still today it is 
safely possible to do that, let’s just think 
about bungee jumping. 
What if it was possible to bang our heads 
against a wall (without hurting ourselves) 
too? And perhaps relieve our problems 
by doing that?
We took the challenge set by The Wall 
open call as the right occasion to realize 
this absurd and ironic utopia: we designed 
a soft-wall installation that could be a tool 
to bang heads and therefore “resolve” 
problems for citizens and tourist in Bologna.

1. Sala Borsa Library 2. Palazzo del Podestà 3. Basilica of Santo Stefano 4. Garisenda Tower 5. Bridge on Moline Canal 
Via Piella

6. 1. Town Gates
Porta Galliera 

6. 2. Town Gates
Porta Mascarella 

6. 3. Town Gates
Porta San Donato  

6. 4. Town Gates
Porta San Vitale

6. 5. Town Gates
Porta Maggiore

6. 6. Town Gates
Porta Castiglione

6. 7. Town Gates
Porta Saragozza

6. 8. Town Gates
Porta San Felice

6. 9. Town Gates
Porta Lame

7. Kenzo Tange Towers 

Indoor prototype

We conceived also an indoor “personal” version of our 
project and built a prototype of it. It is basically a portion 
of our imaginary soft town wall presented as an hanging 
picture, ready to improve any home’s walls.
This piece’s subtitle is Daily Routine, since we imagined that 
perhaps someone could be interested in clearing up his 
mind everyday with a little head bang.
It is obviously, as the rest of this project, a bit sarcastic; 
nowadays we are all full of problems and stressed because 
of them, so it can actually make sense to give a hit, and 
do metaphorical reset, to let them go a little.

This part of the project could also be shown in case 
of an indoor exhibition.

6. Supporting devices 7. Daily routine

Testing brick
(Polyurethane foam 
is here in 2 layers due 
to unavailability of the 
thicker version)

thickness 2 cm
thickness 2 cm
density  100 Kg/m3

thickness 10 cm
density  25 kg/m3

resistance of 
compression 4,7 Kpa
weight  140g/m2

The installation is made of 
three different materials 
layered together with putty: 
one of plywood (a), one 
of anti-shock surface (b) 
and one of polyurethane 
foam (c). Then a thin printed 
lycra fabric (d) covers the 
two soft layers. 

Project title

Where you can bang 
your head 
in English
/
Dove sbattere la testa 
in Italian

These suggestions of 
our’s are obviously just 
possibilities; we think there 
would be no change within 
the main concept if, for 
instance, just a few of these 
locations would be selected 
to be realized, or even if 
some others would be 
introduced later.

Having said that, we’d like 
to underline the fact that 
the more spots will be done, 
the more extended will be 
the area covered by this 
“therapeutic service”, and 
therefore more people could 
actually use the wall to clear 
up their minds and improve 
their daily routines.
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If you think about the concept 
of wall, both in its physical or 
in its methaphorical sense, you 
would immediately associate 
to it the idea of something hard, 
unpassable, a boundary, a barrier. 
Something extremely resistant 
that you have to face somehow. 
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SPOT THE WALL
5. Bridge on Moline Canal

Via Piella is known in town as 
"the Little Venice", since here 
passersby can see one of the 
few stretches of water that was 
not covered by asphalt between 
the early twentieth century and 
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Impossible walls, that deny one of their fundamental 
features, since so they let you use the in a different 
way... ready to cler up some ideas?
www.wheretobangyourhead.com

WHER E YOU CAN 
BANG YOUR HEAD

Sala Borsa Library (East side)
Palazzo del Podestˆ (colonnade)
Basilica of Santo Stefano (North
Garisenda Tower (North side)

Bridge on Moline Canal (via Piella)
Kenzo Tange Towers - Headquarters 
of Emilia-Romagna regional assembly 
(piazza Renzo Imbeni)
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Town Gates
Porta Galliera (interior)
Porta Mascarella (East side)
Porta S. Donato (South-West side)
Porta S. Vitale (North+South side)
Porta Maggiore (interior)
Porta Castiglione (interior)
Porta Saragozza (interior)
Porta S. Felice (North-West dise)
Porta Lame (South side)
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a. plywood
b. anti-shock surface

c. polyurethane foam

d. lycra fabric
e. beechwood
f. sticky surface
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Each wall will be 2,50 meters 
high and 14 centimeters 
deep, while the width will 
change according to each 
location.


